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Claim: 

1. A process for producing a saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer 
with extremely reduced heat deterioration, characterized in that 

an acid that is a 0.1 mol% solution, having a pH of 2 to 8 at 25°C, of a 
sodium salt is added to a saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer having 
an ethylene content of 20 to 80 mol% and a degree of saponification of not 
less than 85 mol% and containing sodium acetate to convert a part of the 
sodium acetate to a sodium salt in the acid, so that the remaining sodium 
acetate is substantially 0.001 to 0.1 % with respect to the saponified 
ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer and an acetic acid contained in the 
ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer is 0.001 to 0.3 % with respect to the 
copolymer. 
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